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November 07 

8th Graders Washington DC  
2nd Payment Due 

CCGMS Dance                            
6th Grade 4-6p.m.                     

7th & 8th Grade 7-9p.m. 

November 10 

PTO Meeting 6:30p.m. 

November 11 

No School / Holiday 

November 26-28 

No School / Thanksgiving 

December 01 

PTO Krispy Kreme Fundraiser 
Kick-off 

December 08 

2nd Quarter Progress Report 

 

  From The Principal’s Desk -Kristy M. Bullock 

CCGMS is getting off to a great start for the 2014-15 school year. Our students and staff 

worked very hard during the first quarter to get routines in place that work towards our 

school being an environment where we are safe, respectful, and responsible at all times. Be-

cause of this hard work, our school has received state recognition as a PBIS (Positive Behavior 

Interventions and Support) Model School.  
 

The CCGMS Leadership Team has worked diligently to create a mission statement that cap-
tures the goals and expectations we set for ourselves each day. Gryphons RISE (Respect All, 

Involve Community, Support Learning, Expect Excellence). You will begin to see the following 

logo as a reminder of our mission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We ask that our staff, students, parents, and community members embrace this mission to 

provide the best possible learning experience for our students. 
 

Please visit our school’s webpage to review our School Improvement Plan. For a summarized 

version, check out our SIP At-a-glance. For the details of our work, the full version of the 

School Improvement Plan and all the data used to determine goals and monitor our efforts 

toward improvement are available.  
 

To enhance our communication with CCGMS families, we are asking parents to sign up for the 

Remind text messaging application. See below for directions to sign up to receive reminders of 

upcoming events at C.C. Griffin Middle School. Thank you for your continued support and the 

opportunity to serve your students each day. 
 

 

http://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/Page/47
http://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/domain/494


7th Grade 

Please help us raise money for our 7th grade field trip to the Raleigh Science Museums, History Museums, 

Moorhead Planetarium and the Capital Grounds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each certificate is good for one Full Service (basic) Wash at any  

North Carolina Auto Bell Car Wash Location. 

They cost $16 EACH!    Please make checks out to CC Griffin.   

 

On Wednesday, October 15th, our 7TH graders went to the Renaissance Festival in Huntersville and enjoyed 

learning about the Renaissances while being immersed in the Renaissance culture.  We had a great time at-

tending this educational opportunity. 

 
Seventh graders will have some additional opportunities to attend cultural events. 

 

The ELA department, after reading and discussing dystopian fiction and literary characters, and the SS depart-

ment in preparation for a revolutions and civil liberties unit, will be attending an opening day showing of 

Mocking Jay, the third in the Hunger Games trilogy, at AMC Concord Mills. 
 

After the movie, we will go out to eat at an Asian Restaurant as part of our Asian Culture Unit. We are 

working with four local restaurants and will not know which restaurants until we verify how many students 

are going to attend.  

 

Some students will get the chance to see the 12th Annual Piedmont Dance Theatre production of the Nut-

cracker Ballet. This is a performance of local Cabarrus county school dancers. It’s always amazing to see the 

talents out children possess. 

 

There are always a few families with economic hardship, if you could send in donation to help a child who 

cannot afford a field trip, it would be greatly appreciated.   



Counselor Corner 

6th Grade (Ms. Nalbone) 

Great job sixth graders, you have successfully complet-

ed the first quarter of middle school!  It has been great 

getting to know the newest Gryphons.  In addition to 

getting the hang of a new school, the sixth graders have 

received two rounds of classroom guidance.  During our 

first lesson, they learned about the counseling referral 

process if they would like to talk to me, filled out a 

needs assessment, and learned about some of the re-

sources available to them here at CC Griffin. The needs 

assessments allow me to learn about who they are indi-

vidually and also form the small counseling groups that 

I run throughout the year.  

The second lesson focused on the topic of bullying.  We 

discussed the different types of bully, some examples of 

the types of bullying, how to report bullying at school 

and online, and some helpful ways to be more than a 

bystander.  Simple, kind gestures can completely 

change the climate of a school and reduce the incidents 

of bullying.  Another key component of the lesson was 

the difference between bullying and conflict, which can 

both be addressed with the counselor. Bullying can 

have a negative impact on attendance and attendance is 

so important for success now and in the future.  Be 

here, be kind, and be ready for a great journey in middle 

school! 

 

7th Grade (Ms. Ingram): 

Ms. Ingram has enjoyed our first quarter at CCG! She 

has spent majority of the quarter becoming well ac-

quainted with the 7th graders. She has delivered two 

separate classroom guidance lessons. The first, allowed 

students the opportunity to introduce themselves to their 

new counselor. During this lesson Ms. Ingram also 

asked students to complete a needs assessment that will 

be used to provide information regarding the personal 

needs of each student in the 7th grade. For the month of 

October Ms. Ingram delivered a classroom guidance 

lesson that addressed the topic of BULLYING! This 

fun and interactive guidance lesson allowed students the 

opportunity to speak openly regarding their perception 

of bullying here at CCG. They also discussed ways to 

combat the issue through the practice of being an up-

stander when they hear or see bullying taking place. 

Through the evaluation of the student needs assess-

ments, Ms. Ingram was able to devise three areas of 

need within the grade level. She then developed three 

small groups to address these needs for students. For 

the next five weeks Ms. Ingram and students will come 

together to discuss, create, learn and work towards 

meeting those needs addressed in the assessments. It 

has been a great first quarter; Ms. Ingram is certainty 

looking forward to the remainder of the school year.   

 

8th Grade (Ms. Lavoie): 
 

Students play a crucial role in the creation of a support-

ive and welcoming school environment.  In October 

students explored the power of words through our anti-

bullying lesson.  Language is powerful- the words we 

use with others need to be chosen carefully.   Learning 

to think before we speak is an important lifelong skill. 

 

Our September Classroom Guidance lesson focused on 

overcoming obstacles. Students overwhelmingly agreed 

that they have a large amount of control over their own 

futures.  Students are working hard to make positive 

choices in and out of school to ensure their own best 

possible outcomes.  Soon 8th graders will be making 

important decisions such as whether to apply for special 

high school programs such as the STEM, IB or Early 

College.  Representatives from these programs will be 

coming to speak to CCG eighth graders on November 

14th.  We are also welcoming a variety of speakers on 

November 24th for our College and Career Fair.   



Bullying 101 
 

Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words may never hurt me.  It is true that sticks and stones do 

indeed hurt, but words, teasing, and rumors can be damaging also.  Students are bullying each other 

physically through hitting, pushing, tripping, and kicking and verbally, through name calling, teasing, 

rumors, cursing, and threatening messages.  With technology in a majority of the students’ hands or 

within easy reach, cyberbullying takes verbal bullying to a whole new level because there is no safe ha-

ven or time when the bullying temporarily stops until the next school day.  Cyberbullying is bullying 

through the use of technology, especially phones.  Bully hurts not only the target; it hurts bystanders and 

the entire climate of the school.   

 

Bullying is repetitive and unprovoked; the targets do not instigate the poor treatment by taunting or pick-

ing on the other students.  Often times there is also an imbalance of power in bullying situations and the 

imbalance may be age, grade, size, or number of people involved.  Other components of bully are that 

bullying is repetitive and involves one or more of the following behaviors:  physical acts, gestures, 

threatening communication, and negative communications (written or verbal).  At C.C. Griffin we do 

not tolerate any type of bullying, we strive to make this a positive, inviting place to learn and grow.     

 

Students received classroom guidance through their grade level counselor to cover the topic of bullying 

and how to report bullying.  There are paper copies of the student bully report forms located throughout 

the school that students then turn into their grade level counselor.  The students include key information 

about the bully on the forms and the counselor will speak with the student to find out more about the sit-

uation.  All of the people involved: target(s), bystanders, and the reported bullying will be called in sepa-

rately to discuss the events.   

As a parent, you can also reach out to the school for assistance with bullying.  On the C.C. Griffin 

webpage under the Parent link, there is information and an online bullying and harassment report form 

that you can work with your child to fill out.   The administration and counselors receive the information 

and then begin investigating the report.  If we need more information or once we are able to investigate 

the bullying report, we will be in contact with the parent that filled out the form.  It is so very important 

to us that all students can access their education without being the target of bully and harassment.   

 

There are times that the reported situation ends up as conflict more so than bullying and in those situa-

tions we also assist the students to work out the conflict.  Conflict is two sided, can occur once or can be 

repetitive, and at times is provoked.  Whether you are concerned about bullying or conflict or have any 

other concerns about your child, please feel free to reach out the grade level counselor for help.   The 

school counselors also have parent workshops that address bullying and how to help your student with 

bullies or if they are the student who is bullying other students.   

 

 
Together we can stand up to bullying. 

School Counseling Department 

Counselor Corner 



Media Center Library 

Greetings from the CCG Library!  We’ve started out the 2014-2015 school year strong as a school, and students and 

staff alike are reading more than ever!  Research has shown time and time again that the more a person reads, the more successful 

he or she is in life.  We want our students to lead successful lives, and one of the number one ways we can do that is to provide 

time, place, and material to read.  Students visit the library regularly with their ELA classes, and they are allowed to come to the 

library on their own anytime they need to get a new book, with teacher permission.  We also will hold school-wide celebrations 

for students who reach their reading goals throughout the year.  Parents, please provide time and place to read at home as 

well.  It’s one simple way we can all work together to create the best futures for our students.  CCG: WE READ HERE! 

By the time you get this newsletter, the school Book Fair will be over, and we will know how much money we raised to 

purchase new books for our school.  Money made by the library at this book fair will go to purchasing new books in popular se-

ries and replacements of series titles that have been lost or well used through the years.   

Finally, I would like to say a huge “thank you” to all of the students, staff, and volunteers who help the CCG library run 

so well for our students.  See you in the library! 
 

Jerrod Smith, CCG Librarian 

C.C. Griffin ATHLETICS  
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 2014-2015 

*ALL HOME EVENTS START AT 4:30 PM* 

GATES WILL NOT OPEN UNTIL 4:15 PM 

ADMISSION PRICES 

ADULTS:  $4.00 — STUDENTS:  $2.00 

WINTER 2014-2015 SPORTS  

8th GR BOYS / GIRLS BASKETBALL WRESTLING 7th GR BOYS / GIRLS BASKETBALL 

11/3 Home vs. Hickory Ridge 11/3 @ Hickory Ridge 1/22 Home vs. Hickory Ridge 

11/6 Home vs. Concord 11/6 @ Concord 1/27 Home vs. Concord 

11/10 @ Mount Pleasant 11/10 Home vs Mount Pleasant 1/29 @ Mount Pleasant 

11/13 @ Kannapolis 11/13 Home vs. Kannapolis 2/3 @ Kannapolis 

11/18 Home vs. Harris Road 11/18 @ Harris Road 2/5 Home vs. Harris Road 

11/20 Home vs. Winkler 11/20 @ Winkler 2/10 Home vs. Winkler 

11/24 @ Northwest 11/24 Home vs. Northwest 2/12 @ Northwest 

12/2 Home vs. Mount Pleasant 12/2 @ Mount Pleasant 2/17 Home vs. Mount Pleasant 

12/4 @ Concord 12/4 Home vs. Concord 2/19 @ Concord 

12/9 @ Hickory Ridge 12/9 Home vs. Hickory Ridge 2/24 @ Hickory Ridge 

12/11 Tournament Begins – 

Host: Kannapolis 

12/13 Tournament Begins – Host: 

Harris Road 

2/26 Tournament Begins – 

Host: Winkler 



 

C.C. Griffin Middle School Night 

Tickets starting at just $22! 

Al Jefferson Bobblehead giveaway to first 10,000 fans! 

 

C.C. Griffin Middle School Night 
  

New York Knicks vs. Charlotte Hornets 

  

Friday, December 5th, 2014 

  

Time Warner Cable® Arena 

  

7:00 p.m. Tipoff 

  

Come out and cheer on the Charlotte Hornets as they take on Carmelo Anthony and the New York 
Knicks. C.C. Griffin students, faculty, staff, and family are invited to enjoy a great Friday night game 
at Time Warner Cable Arena! Tickets prices have been reduced to as low as $22 for all! OR-

DER SOON AS SEATS WILL GO FAST FOR THIS GAME!!! 

Buy Tickets Now » 

Enter Promo Code: CCGRIFFIN 

 (Prices do not include applicable NC state taxes) 

*IMPORTANT TICKET INFORMATION* 

Click on available seats (blue dots) to add to your cart, then log in or create a new account to proceed to checkout. 

To print your tickets, please visit myhornetsaccount.com and enter your login information within 14 days of the 
game. 

  

 C.C. Griffin Middle School Night Highlights: 
  

• Ticket savings off face value & no per ticket fees! 

 • 10 special students will get a chance to participate in the High 

Five Squad and high five players as they take the court 

 • Cheer on the Hornets with other members of the C.C. Griffin 

Middle School Family 

 

https://oss.ticketmaster.com/aps/bobcats/EN/link/promotion/home/bf9a074bca23854476b31ef59f32b6a8febfbaa9
http://www.myhornetsaccount.com/


2014-2015 8th Grade Washington, D.C. Field Trip 

We are planning an educational field trip to Washington, D.C. during the 2014-2015 school year. We will leave on 

Wednesday, February 25th and return Friday, February 27th. We have arranged for students to visit a variety of places and 

do different activities which will incorporate all content areas. 

The price for the trip will be approximately $400, which includes transportation, lodging, attractions and most meals. Stu-

dents will need additional money for souvenir and two meals that are not included. Our trip will included stops: the U.S. 

Capitol Building, Supreme Court Building, Udvar Hazy Air & Space Museum, National Holocaust Museum, Natural His-

tory Museum, National Archives, Arlington National money to be credited to the cost of their trip. 

There will be a behavior requirement for student during the school year to qualify for this field trip. This year, students 

were not allowed to have received OSS or ISS more than once, or have received more than three RR referrals. If students 

are not eligible or choose not to participate, they will still attend school and complete activities related to Washington, D.C.  

 

Trip Information 

Cost: $400 per student 

This price will include: 

Transportation 

Lodging 

All but two meals 

Eligibility Requirements effective September 15, 2014 through the date of the trip: 
A student must not have been placed in Out of School Suspension (OSS). 
A student must have no more than one placement in In School Suspension (ISS). 
A student may not have more than three referrals combined to either ISS or the Responsibility Room (RR).  [Three refer-
rals do not disqualify a student; four referrals do.] 

The school’s administration has the final decision regarding the eligibility of any student. 

Payment Information: 

1st Payment (non refundable deposit) - $100 due Friday, October 3, 2014 
2nd Payment - $100 due Friday, November 7, 2014 
3rd Payment - $100 due Friday, December 12, 2014 
4th Payment - $100 due Monday, January 9, 2015 

Cancellation Policy:   

Trips cancelled prior to December 11th will receive a full refund less the $100 deposit. 
Trips cancelled between December 12th and January 9th will receive a 50% refund less the $100 deposit. 
Trips cancelled after January 9th will not receive any refund. 

If you have any questions about this trip, please contact your child’s homeroom teacher. 

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS 

Capitol Building, American History Museum, Nat-
ural History Museum, Udvar Hazy Air & Space 

Museum, Holocaust Museum, Arlington National 
Cemetery, Monuments on the National Mall, Li-

brary of Congress, the White House, and MORE! 


